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Biographical Sketch for 

Sharen Meyers, LCSW

Sharen has been working in human hospice for six years, two of which were with the Visiting Nurse Association in Illinois and the past four years with Partners In Care in Bend, Oregon. She is also the founder and director of a developing nonprofit, Synergy Animal Hospice, also located in Bend. 


Prior to her hospice work, Sharen worked as an animal-assisted therapist with the Cancer Treatment Center in Oregon and Health and Human Services in Illinois. One of Sharen’s former patients in the cancer center contributed her experience with the therapy dog, Haley, in the book, “Angel Dogs.” 
During her work as a counselor, Sharen (and Haley) developed a successful program for individual and group therapy work with children, teens, couples, and seniors and were instrumental in forming the Fox Valley Therapy Dog program, serving various populations and facilities in its area.


While living in Illinois, Sharen maintained a private practice which specialized in working with adults recovering from childhood abuse issues, including spiritual abuse, sexual abuse, and domestic violence. Her master’s thesis focused on “The Psychological Harm of Cultic Involvement” and her impetus for becoming a social worker was the publication of her first book, “Regaining Faith After Boston” in 1996. 


Sharen has facilitated various types of groups, including women’s groups, living with cancer, parenting skills, secondary trauma, chronic health issues, traumatic loss, pet loss, and caregivers support groups, among others.


During her two years at VNA Hospice, Sharen developed bereavement and volunteer programs, including writing training manuals and creating classes for the volunteer component and hospice staff retreat weekends. Currently, she is working on developing the interdisciplinary care program that will be utilized by Synergy Animal Hospice in Oregon. Additionally, her Oregon position in human hospice includes experience in providing care in a hospice house (an inpatient unit) and working with the Death with Dignity Act. 


Sharen’s educational background includes her Bachelor of Arts in Liberal Arts/Sociology through the University of the State of New York and her Masters in Social Work from Aurora University.

Abstract

Title Of Presentation:  Foundational Concepts from Human to Animal Hospice
This presentation discusses the beginning roots of hospice care, clarifies the meaning of hospice, delineates the core concepts and services upon which hospice care is provided as envisioned by its modern- day founders, and explores the current usage of (human) hospice in this country. The similarities and differences between human and animal hospice will also be described as well as how one already impacts the other.
Throughout the talk, applications to the animal hospice movement will be discussed as well as the current challenges being faced in the ongoing extension and request for hospice care for our animals within our families and home settings. The presentation will conclude with a call to inner questions that each potential hospice caregiver needs to explore before embarking on creating a hospice program as well as the challenge to remain true to well-established hospice concepts and philosophy while we all learn and work together for a higher good in this emergent field of development.
