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Biographical Sketch for 

Tina Ellenbogen, DVM

Dr. Tina Ellenbogen has operated Mobile Veterinary Services in since July 1987, an exclusively housecall and consulting practice based in Bothell, Washington. The Animal HomeCare & Hospice Services division was created in 1997 in response to increasing interest in  veterinary/pet hospice services. While some of her practice is well pet care, she is also devoted to meeting the increasing need for hospice services as well as end-of-life/quality-of-life assessments, evaluations and consultations. 

Housecall practice and these involvements have strengthened her belief in the value of the human-animal bond and her holistic approach to veterinary medicine. She believes in helping clients seek personalized solutions to veterinary challenges as well as offering patient and client support, community education, and collaboration with colleagues.

Dr. Ellenbogen received her DVM from UC Davis in 1979, serving as an associate in mixed practice, urban emergency and small animal practices, and as Information Services Director for the Delta Society from 1986-1991. She was selected as a UC Davis  Don Low Practitioner Fellow in Internal Medicine in January 2000. focusing on Internal Medicine and working with the Pet Loss Support Hotline.

In recognition of her interest in wellness care and the human-animal bond, Dr. Ellenbogen has provided a monthly well-pet clinic at the local senior center since May 1988. In fall of 1997, she trained in pet loss counseling at CSU’s CHANGES program and also trained with her local hospice, where she has volunteered since 1998. 

She developed and team-taught the workshop “Comfort and Care for Aging and Ill Pets” as a public education course with a social worker at local community colleges. “Pets, Poetry and Pawprints,” an annual community event celebrating and honoring the animals in our lives, was inaugurated in 1999. 

Dr. Ellenbogen participated in the First International Symposium on Veterinary Hospice Care in March 2008 as an advisory board member of Pet Hospice and helped bring to Washington state Dr. Bittel’s unique Spirits in Transition seminar. She has presented on hospice (From Difficult Decisions to Meaningful Remembrances) at the AVMA and at local and regional veterinary seminars. 

She is a founding board member of the inaugural International Association for Animal Hospice and Palliative Care, a returning board member of the American Association of Human-Animal-Bond Veterinarians, and an advisory board member of The Nikki Hospice Foundation for Pets. 
When Dr. Tina’s own dog “Lillie” approached the end of her life in 2007, hospice experience helped. After another year filled with validating hospice experiences, including Dr. Bittel’s Spirits in Transition seminar, Dr. Tina’s beloved cat “Rosenblum” left this life at age 17 through a true hospice journey full of teachings. 

Dr. Ellenbogen feels privileged to work with clients belonging to a wide variety of faiths and belief traditions when their pets are near or at the end of their lives. The perspectives she has gained have been invaluable and have been incorporated into her practice philosophy. Website:  www.DrTinaVet.com
Abstract

Title of Presentation:  Topic:  Pet Home Hospice, Home Euthanasia and Pet Memorials:  Gifts from Veterinary Housecall Practice 

Increasing interest for veterinary hospice and palliative care services calls upon veterinarians to visit their personal beliefs, practice policies and philosophies regarding care of terminally ill patients to create a new paradigm for care—one which draws upon  lessons and gifts from the human hospice movement, alternative care practitioners, pet owners and guardians working with care providers to make well-informed decisions and choices.

Veterinary Housecall practitioners have long been on the forefront of providing care “outside the box” and have a unique opportunity to expand multi-disciplinary medical, palliative, and hospice care services. This dovetailing serves patients and families well in the special time when home-based care may be in everyone’s best interest.
Collaboration with conventional and holistic practitioners as well as colleagues from the human medical sector offers the patient and family the most comprehensive services, support, and resources available–similar to the human hospice model–from the time of a life-limiting diagnosis through bereavement after the loss. This presentation highlights these dovetailings through the perspective of 22 years of housecall practice from a human-animal-bond perspective.

Dr Ellenbogen will provide practical and thoughtful take-home material by illustrating individual home hospice case studies, compassionate home euthanasia protocols, and meaningful memorials honoring our special companions. She will conclude with “Just a Dog,” an independent film interviewing pet owners after the loss of their companion—poignant yet uplifting on a positive note.
